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Why, we could put together another shack like
it from the ground up in a jiffy.55 And Keinonen
went on to say that Miina could charge the young
man at the same rate as she was charging him,
and asked Jussi how much he had paid so far.
Jussi explained that two of his pay-days had gone
to the family and that Miina had already been
given twenty marks by his uncle. . . . But at
that Miina exploded, and this new explosion
was even more terrific than the previous one;
she screamed, shook and wept. Even Keinonen
blushed, and it was in a voice that this gang had
never heard him use before that he at last
thundered:

" If you don't stop that lip, there's going to be
real trouble for you to rave about."

An angry silence was the result. Keinonen
turned slowly on his heel and cast a stern, all-
embracing look on the other occupants of the
room, though no one had whispered a word.

There had never been, and never was to be
again, any other occasion in Jussi's life when
justice was so amply meted out to him. The
upshot of the affair was that Jussi was allowed
to keep his present wages, and Keinonen promised
to see that Miina henceforward got her due.
He also promised to look into that matter of the
twenty marks. Miina was crestfallen; her help-
less rage found its only vent ins snorts and a